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Gordon took him one side and stated to him that the Commission were anxious to know what your petitioner knew relative to the cotton trade which had been carried on from Norfolk and vicinity, and also the operation of the trade stores established near Norfolk, that no harm should result to your petitioner from his testimony, and that he should not be tried, that the commission cared nothing about the traders but they desired to reach certain military officers who stood behind them. Under these assurances, your petitioner was sworn, and freely and truthfully answered every question propounded to him. The whole object and scope of the examination seemed to be, not whether your petitioner and others had violated the laws and Treasury Regulations, but to ascertain whether, and how far, the military authorities of the District and Department had been directly or indirectly pecuniarily interested in the cotton trade and the trade stores, and whether money had not been paid to the Military Authorities for permits to trade; and upon my stating, and truthfully too, that I knew of nothing of that kind and character, I was denounced by Gen. Gordon repeatedly as a damned liar, and this while I was on the witness stand and without a scintilla of proof to sustain his statement. After my examination had been closed, I was permitted to have my personal liberty until the 15th day of February; and when to my utter astonishment, and without any previous notice or even intimation, I was arrested by order of the same Military Commission, and placed in close confinement in a loathsome, filthy prison, overrun with vermin, treated in every way worse than a common felon, not permitted to give bail in any sum, not allowed to speak or have intercourse with any of my friends or even my legal counsel. General Gordon himself made the order placing me in solitary confinement, and when he made the order he told me he would not change it to save my life. Subsequently the order was so modified that I was released on " the 28th day of February last upon giving bail with sureties in the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, a copy of the bail bond given by me being hereunto annexed, marked "A," and all this has been done without any charge or charges of any kind or nature whatever having been preferred against me, and no cause or reason whatever has ever been given for it. I solemnly declare that I am totally ignorant of the cause of my arrest and subsequent unprecedented and barbarous treatment. I have never knowingly violated any law, military